Research on the use of punctuation has been thoroughly neglected by modem linguists. It is no wonder, then, that the role of punctuation in oral reading of texts has also been neglected by both linguists and psychologists. Empirical research on the topic is hardly existent, much less systematic or in any way integrated with theories of speech production. O'Connell and Kowal (1985) provide a literature review on punctuation and its relationship to pausing.
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One reason for the neglect is clearly theoretical. In a universe of linguistics where grammar has been dominant and the sentence the basic unit of analysis, punctuation has little opportunity to contribute to scientific understanding. However, as soon as one begins to ask how a reader makes sense orally of a written text, or how the writer communicates meaning to a potential reader (including the writer himself at some ~Department of Psychology, Loyola University of Chicago, Chicago, Ill. 60626. later time), the state of the question dramatically shifts. It is of psychological interest and import to know the answers to these questions. O'Connell and Kowal (1985) investigated a corpus of 20 German radio homilies read by the authors themselves. They found that punctuation accounted for more than 90% of all pause time as well as 84% of pause number. Duration of pauses was longest at paragraph positions and shortest at unpunctuated positions. Pauses were used universally at paragraph positions and minimally at unpunctuated positions. In both respects, other punctuated positions were intermediate. Commas accounted for 94% of the punctuated positions not used for pausing, while at the same time accounting for more than 40% of punctuated positions marked by pauses. Despite the stringent conditions of broadcasting, differences among the four native speakers of German were found both in their use of punctuation in the written text and in use of punctuation to pause while reading aloud.
But perhaps it should not be surprising that a corpus in the German language manifests an orderly relationship between punctuation and pausing. In general, punctuation in German (Duden, 1980) is mandatory in many instances in which usage remains optional in English (Webster, 1981) . Schopenhauer (1862) boasted that German punctuation, in contrast to both English and French, reflects a "complex and sophisticated grammar" (p. 574; translation from O'Connell & Kowal, 1985) . Hence, a less predictive relationship between punctuation and pausing might be expected in English. On the other hand, we know that such a diminution in the relationship of punctuation and pausing is not necessarily the case. Van De Water and O'Connell (1985) found, in a corpus of modern English (actually, Irish) poetry read by the author himself, that 98.95% of punctuated positions in the printed corpus were marked by pauses. These accounted for more than 90% of all pause time.
The methodology of temporal analysis itself is not at all intended to exclude the importance of other analyses (e.g., of intonation contour, rhythm, or emphasis). These methods will also have to be engaged in consort before anything approaching a comprehensive picture of oral reading can be developed.
A corpus of radio homilies from the United States comparable to the German corpus is investigated here. The Sacred Heart Program, Inc., is one of the oldest religious programs in the world, founded at radio station WEW (St. Louis, Missouri) in 1939. Five homilies by each of four male speakers, selected by the staff as representative of the best of a national pool of current speakers, were analyzed.
Several sources of variance are excluded by use of the homilists'
